A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN'S   LAND
4 Gentlemen, the Commanding Officer has asked
me to undertake your training for war, by nightly
lectures, I shall try to make you interested, I shall
ran through Field Service Regulations, Parts i and 2,
Infantry training, combined training, a little topo-
graphy, organisation and equipment, military law
and certain campaigns of history. I shall not stress
the present war. All wars are much the same, the
details merely vary, owing to climate, geography,
numbers engaged and equality or inequality of
forces. We can teach you to form fours, drill, put
out outposts, advance, flank and rear guards and the
whole bag of tricks, in a short time. Any fool can
do these things. They must be learnt but they are
only the beginning. I can teach you the offensive
spirit to a certain extent -1 have it myself - but
it is largely bom in a man, not made. The all-
important thing for you to learn is intellectual
discipline. Let me give you an example or two.
IE this battalion the wish expressed by the C.O. is
tantamount to an order - no matter what it may be.
He won't let you down. Moreover, if the C.O, says
a thing is black, it's black, no matter if it appears
white to you. In other words, don't argue. Now,
during the South African War an action ewas fought
at Spion Kop, a big hill or mountain. They were
told by superior authority to take and hold Spion
Kop, They took it without loss* They didn't hold
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